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I became a Christian in Australia a week or so before my 12th birthday.  So I have been a believer now for 63 years.

It is unusual, but I entered full time Christian service in Australia when I was just 18 years of age, so I have been in ministry now for 57 years. 

My wife, Pam, and I have just recently returned from ministry in the UK, Spain and Ukraine.
In the UK I was asked to speak at an Easter church retreat in the NE section of the country.  The theme for the weekend was “Generation to Generation”.  

It was designed so that we who were older could pass on the principles and lessons learned over a life time of serving and trusting God to meet our needs.  They wanted to know what it is that had enabled us to persevere in the ministry for all these years in spite of having to face some very serious, some very different, and sometimes some very painful situations.

They wanted us to pass on what we had learned during a lifetime of living by faith in serving God.

Prior to this we were in Kiev in Ukraine.  On Palm Sunday I had the privilege of preaching in the morning service at the Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church.  The next morning I spent a long time with the pastor.  He said there is no one with whom he can really open up his heart and discuss the ministry or any personal struggles he might have.

Why was he interested to spend those hours with me?    

I believe it was because I was older, had been in ministry for a long time and should have learned some things through the experiences we face in life and in our service for God.  He thought I would have something to pass on to him as he faces a lifetime of ministry.

We have agreed to keep in contact and he wants me from time to time to share with him material and insights that might assist him in his work as a pastor.  In fact I wrote him just this week.

As I prayed and thought about this evening I decided that I should share three things that I have learned over the years.

1. The expansion of God’s kingdom requires team work.

And everyone who truly knows Christ in a personal way is on the team. 
Everyone from those who have a vision of what needs to be done to those who help fulfill that vision is important. And one cannot succeed without the other. Ultimate success depends upon us working together for a common goal.

Lance Armstrong won 7 Tour de France cycling races and tried for an 8th.  He did not achieve this remarkable record without a team.  Does anyone know the name of the team members?  But the truth is that without them he could never have won.

Kingdom work is team work.

Some years ago I met Tom Landry, the famous coach of the Dallas Cowboys as we flew to New England to speak at a Campus Crusade for Christ Executive Conference.  I asked him if he ever had any trouble with his players.  He told me that he had problems with the best and until they learned that they were not the team, but part of it, he could not use them.  In speaking to a friend who played for the NFL he told me that Tom Landry did in fact sideline them.

I decided that no matter how old I am I do not want to sit on the sideline.  I want to be part of the team and want to be in the game.

Jigsaw puzzle of the Cotter dam in Australia.  One piece is missing right in the middle of the picture and without it the picture is spoiled.  Every piece is needed.

In God’s kingdom work every one of us is needed.

2. All of us have been entrusted with three great gifts or assets.

All Christians have been given spiritual gifts which they are expected to use for the common good, without any sense of competition and with a sense of our dependence upon each other.  

But in addition to these God has given three great assets.  Everyone has them.  We may have them to a greater or lesser degree but we all have them.

We have all been blessed with a measure of time, energy and resources.

In writing to our prayer partners we frequently ask them to pray that we, Pam and I, would have wisdom in determining how we should invest our time, our energy and our resources. 

The question we have asked ourselves and continue to ask is what are we doing with these assets God has entrusted to us?

The Westminster Confession Shorter Catechism – asks the question “What is the chief end of man?”  The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

God is not against us enjoying Him or the gifts he has given us.

When we think of our time our energy and our resources I believe we should thankfully and wisely enjoy them, but we must be careful to never squander them.

We should guard against misusing them or wasting them on things that have very little, if any, eternal significance.

I say all this because God has given to us, to me, all things richly to enjoy, but He is also interested in my stewardship of these gifts that he has given to me. 

Am I in any way wrong in thinking that my time, my energy and my resources are really His and that He has entrusted them to me so I can use them for His glory and the furtherance of the gospel around the world?  Am I making a mistake?

Perhaps all of us would be wise to ask the same question.

A few years ago our oldest son, Kym and his wife Susan, gave Pam a gift.  When she opened it she found it was a book filled with blank pages.  Kym explained it this way.  “Mum, Susan and I have given you this so you can write in it what you and Dad do, where you do it and why you do it.  We want our children to know what you and Dad do and why.”  

He wanted a record of how and why we invest our time our energy and our resources.

3. If my life is to have value I must be involved in what God is doing in the world.

The Christian life has more to it than being forgiven and getting to heaven.

In thinking about this I realized that God was at work in the world when I was a child and that evangelist shared the gospel and I accepted Christ as Savior.
He was at work in the world when I as a teenager was actually preaching in the open air in Sydney.  It was an exciting time and I had a part in what God was doing.

God was at work when I was pastor of McLean Bible Church.  It was an exciting time too and I was delighted to be a part of what he was doing locally and in missions and evangelism around the world.

God was at work when I served as International Director for Ambassadors for Christ International and saw the ministry expand around the world.  I was blessed to be involved in what God was doing.

Now that I am a little older and am no longer the Director, but have an advisory role in the AFCI ministry I still see God is at work.  And as long as I have time energy and resources I want to be involved in what He is doing around the globe.

Much of what we learn and experience is determined by our attitude or our outlook.

Sydney Harbor, in Australia, as those of you who have been there will have to confess, is certainly one of the most beautiful harbors in the world.

Whenever we are home we try to take at least one ride on a ferry that takes you across the full scope of the harbor.

People who catch the ferries usually divide into two groups.

Those who get on board and immediately go below and take out their newspapers or their brief cases and begin the day’s work.  They are only interested in getting across.

Others like us who, no matter how many times we have been on the ferry, stay on deck to watch the ever changing view of that magnificent harbor. We are interested in the crossing.

Of course, we want to get across too, but in the meantime we are interested in the crossing.

Many Christians, if they are not careful, especially as they get older, will begin to focus on getting across, getting to heaven and they lose sight of the exciting things going on around them.  

While on the one hand we joyfully anticipate the destination let us determine to take full advantage of the journey and all the opportunities it offers. 



Now how that is to be done must be determined by every one of us seeking God for 
guidance in our own lives.  I cannot determine the will of God for you nor can you 
determine it for me.  On the other hand you can remind me of the great privilege that is 
mine and I suppose the great responsibility that is mine to use God’s gifts in a way that 
will honor and glorify Him and bless others.

If I am to pass anything on to the next generation I have to interact with that generation
.

Time, energy and resources can only be invested in what God is doing during the crossing.  When we get to the other side it is all over.  I know it is also the beginning, but it is over as far as our spiritual investments in this world are concerned. 

We live fairly busy lives and many times I have come to Pam and said “I am sorry but I have to go”.  She says that is what she is going to have written on my tomb stone “He was sorry but he had to go”.  Hopefully she will come up with something a little more sophisticated.  I guess what is written there is important. 

Written on one tomb stone were the words “Give me life until my work is done and give me work until my life is done.”

My doctor, who is a wonderful believer, gave me some good advice.  He said “How you start is important because if you start wrongly you will finish wrongly.”

He said if you start to button your shirt wrongly there is nothing you can do later on to fix it.

In the same way we need to make sure that we start right on this journey of life.

My journey started that Sunday when I was a young person of just 12 years of age.  I heard the good news that Jesus had died for sinners and I concluded that that being so, He died for me.

So I prayed something like this, “Dear Lord Jesus, if you died for sinners then you died for me and today I invite you to come into my life to forgive me for my sins and be my Savior”.

Many years ago a little girl wrote me a letter.  It had just 10 words in it.  “Dear Mr. Gardner I have asked the Savior to be my Savior”.

Perhaps you need to do that today.  In the quietness of your own heart, where you can be absolutely alone with God, you can start the journey right by asking the Savior to be your Savior. 
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